Small Group Questions - Nov 1
Matthew 5:20-26; 38-48

Read Matt 5:20-26;39-48.  

1. What stood out to you from the sermon this week, either East or West?


2. Matthew 5:20 says our righteousness must “exceed” that of the Pharisees. The Pharisees were careful to obey the rules, so what could be missing from their righteousness? 


a. What do verses 21-22 show us that Jesus is looking for? 



3. Why do you think Jesus cares so much about what is going on in our hearts, and not just whether we obey the outward command?



4. Look at the examples of love given in Matthew 5:39-42.
a. What are modern day examples of how we could be required to “go the extra mile” out of love?


 
b. How does Jesus’ teaching here challenge our desire to protect our reputation, keep our stuff, and make sure we are treated fairly?

 
c. What could it look like to show unexpected kindness instead of getting even?



5. Matthew 5:43 reads “hate your enemy”. That exact phrase is not in the Old Testament, but some people had twisted its teaching to mean this. 
a. How can we make the same mistake today deciding who counts as our "enemy “so we feel okay about not loving them?


 
b. What would it look like to be generous with love towards them?



6. In Matthew 5:43-44, Jesus tells us to love our enemies and pray for those who hurt us. 
a. What happens in your own heart when you pray for someone you find hard to love?

 

7. In Matthew 5:48, Jesus says “be perfect,” which means complete or mature. Look back at verses 43-47. 
a. What is missing when we only love people who love us back?


 
b. What would complete love look like? How does Jesus show us “complete” love?
