Small Group Questions - Romans 12:9-21

Message Overview:
Living in a broken world should make us expect that the brokenness of others will ultimately have an impact on our lives. God’s calling on our lives is to respond to evil with good. This does not mean being passive in the face of evil, but rather to go to war against evil with goodness. Responding to evil with good is how we prevent evil from gaining control of our own lives and could potentially free others from the control of evil.

1. While Christianity is similar to other religions regarding morality and ethics, Christianity is unique in its response to evil. Jesus calls us to love our enemies, and to do good to those who hate us (Luke 6:27). 
a. Why do you think God wants us to respond to evil and injustice this way?

 
b. Do you believe this calling is realistic and possible? 


c. What personal challenges and obstacles make it difficult for you to love your enemies?


2. Many Christians believe that overcoming evil with good means being passive towards evil or letting others continue to abuse us. The word “overcome” is a military word meaning to prevail or conquer something. This means we’re not to be passive in the face of evil but to actively overcome it with good. 
a. How would you describe actively overcoming evil with good?


 
b. What does it look like?



3. To overcome evil with good means not responding in kind to evil. This means if we do respond to evil with evil, evil not only continues to prevail, but it can also gain a foothold in our own lives. 
a. In what ways can evil gain control in our lives when we respond to evil with evil?


4. How might responding to an evildoer with goodness positively impact their lives?

 
a. What are some specific ways we can bless an evildoer with words and deeds?

 
b. What do you think it means that responding with goodness will heap burning coals on his head (Proverbs 25:22)?



5. Why is humility so important to responding to evil with goodness? 


a. What will happen if pride rules our heart?


6. How does having a deep understand of God’s mercy to us in Christ (Romans 12:1) give us the ability to respond to evil with good?

