S.G. Questions Oct 25th
1 John 3:11-24

We are warned not to be like Cain who became filled with murderous jealousy over his brother Abel giving Satan an opportunity to control him. To prevent this from happening to ourselves, we must look deeply within our heart to ensure our heart is being controlled by the love of God, and to ensure our heart is free from inner condemnation.
 
1. The Apostle John instructs us to not be like Cain in our relationships with other Christian brothers and sisters. Read Genesis 4:1-7. 
a. What insights do we gain into the reason why Cain was filled with anger and sadness when God blessed Abel’s sacrifice but not Cain’s sacrifice?


b. Why did Cain take out his anger on Abel? How can comparing our life to others set us up with feelings of anger and resentment?



2. How does anger and bitterness create an opportunity for sin and Satan to control us?

 
a. What negative actions and attitudes result when we come under the control of sin and Satan? (see Galatians 5:19-21)


b. Do you believe it’s possible for a Christian to come under demonic influence and control? (see 1 Peter 5:8)



3. The Apostle John reveals that the way we are to protect ourselves is to ensure that the love of God controls our heart. John teaches that Christians should love one another instead of saying they must love one another. 
a. Based on 1 John 3:1-3, why should born again Christians love one another?


 
b. What might an unwillingness and inability to love other Christians reveal about our spiritual status before God?



4. Based on 1 John 3:16-18, how is Christian love described and how is it different from the way the world loves others?


a. What is the difference between love produced within us by the Holy Spirit to love produced through self-effort?



5. In 1 John 3:19-20, we are encouraged to deal with the condemning heart. 
a. In what ways can the inner condemning voice gain power and influence in our life when we are hurt by others?


 
b. How can we learn to overcome the inner voice of judgment and condemnation?


